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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A process cartridge detachably attachable to 
a main body of an electrophotographic image forming 
apparatus , comprising : 
5 an electrophotographic sensitive drum; 

a developing roller for developing an 
electrostatic latent image formed on said 
electrophotographic sensitive drum; 

a drum shutter movable between a protecting 
10 position for protecting said electrophotographic 
photosensitive drum and a retracting position for 
retracting from the protecting position; 

a first frame body for rotatably supporting 
said electrophotographic sensitive drum; 
15 a second frame body for rotatably supporting 

said developing roller, said second frame body being 
swingably coupled to said first frame body; 

an optical path provided between said first 
frame body and said second frame body for passing 
20 light to which said electrophotographic sensitive 

drum is exposed, the light being irradiated from said 
main body of the electrophotographic image forming 
apparatus ; and 

supporting portions for swingably supporting 
25 said drum shutter provided on one end and on the 

other end in the longitudinal direction of said first 
frame body, said supporting portions being disposed 
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between said first frame body and said second frame 
body and on the outside of said optical path in the 
longitudinal direction . 

5 2. The process cartridge according to claim 1, 

wherein said supporting portions comprise round 
holes; said round holes are provided with open 
portions which are open for mounting said drum 
shutter; said drum shutter comprises sliding 

10 portions; said sliding portions comprise straight 

portions which are generally parallel to each other 
at two locations on the periphery; and in order to 
mount said drum shutter on said supporting portions, 
said sliding portions are mounted on said supporting 

15 portions from said open portions . 



3. The process cartridge according to claim 1 
or 2, wherein said drum shutter is restricted by said 
second frame body from moving more than a specific 
20 amount to said retracting position. 



4 . The process cartridge according to claim 1 , 
wherein said supporting portions are disposed on the 
inside in the longitudinal direction of both sides of 

25 said first frame body. 

5. The process cartridge according to claim 1 
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or 2, wherein said first frame body further comprises 
an electrostatic charging roller for charging the 
surface of said electrophotographic sensitive drum; 
electrostatic charging roller supporting portions for 
supporting said electrostatic charging roller are 
provided integrally with said first frame body; and 
said supporting portions are provided on a part of 
said electrostatic charging roller supporting 
portions . 

6 . The process cartridge according to claim 5 , 
wherein said drum shutter comprises a protecting 
portion for protecting said electrophotographic 
sensitive drum, supporting arm portions provided on 
the both ends in the longitudinal direction and 
connecting portions for connecting said supporting 
arm portions, said connecting portions being provided 
between said first frame body and said second frame 
body. 

7 . An electrophotographic image forming 
apparatus for forming an image on a recording medium, 
capable of detachably attaching a process cartridge, 
comprising: 

(i) a mounting portion for detachably mounting 
said process cartridge comprising: 

an electrophotographic sensitive drum; 
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a developing roller for developing an 
electrostatic latent image formed on said 
electrophotographic sensitive drum; 

a drum shutter movable between a 
5 protecting position for protecting said 

electrophotographic photosensitive drum and a 
retracting position for retracting from the 
protecting position; 

a first frame body for rotatably 
10 supporting said electrophotographic sensitive drum; 

a second frame body for rotatably 
supporting said developing roller, said second frame 
body being swingably coupled to said first frame 
body ; 

15 an optical path provided between said 

first frame body and said second frame body for 
passing light to which said electrophotographic 
sensitive drum is exposed, the light being irradiated 
from the main body of said electrophotographic image 

20 forming apparatus; and 

supporting portions for swingably 
supporting said drum shutter provided on one end and 
on the other end in the longitudinal direction of 
said first frame body, said supporting portions being 

25 disposed between said first frame body and said 

second frame body and on the outside of said optical 
path in the longitudinal direction; and 
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(ii) conveying means for conveying said 
recording medium. 



